
Film University Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF in cooperation with FAMU Prague and FH Potsdam 
Call for Applications: 

Master Class Artistic Research, September 20 – 26, 2026 
STORY CIRCLES: Collective World Building Between Drama and Ideology 

The Masterclass "Story Circles", is a six-day interdisciplinary workshop hosted by the Film 
University Babelsberg KONRAD WOLF (FBKW), exploring collective world building as 
artistic research. In collaboration with FAMU Prague and FH Potsdam, the Masterclass 
uses collaborative, creative world building as a method to investigate dramaturgy, 
narrative structures, and their ideological implications. 

Participants will collectively develop a fictional (potentially speculative) story world 
defined by a key event. Based on this shared foundation, small interdisciplinary groups 
will create di!erent narrative versions and visual representations of the same world 
following distinct dramaturgical storyworld-models. These perspectives will then be 
brought together into a complex, multi-perspective story world. The Masterclass will 
conclude with a public presentation on Saturday, September 26, 2026. The results of the 
Masterclass may be presented at further conferences internationally. 

We invite Master’s students and PhD candidates to apply. The groups will be composed 
of participants from narrative and visual disciplines. Depending on applications and 
interests, the working groups may be expanded to include members from sound 
disciplines and others. 

Master Class mentors and organisers: 

• Prof. Dennis Todorovi", Head of project / mentor FBKW 
• Mga. Tomá# Janá$ek, mentor / director FAMU 
• Anna Guddat, mentor world building / creative producer FBKW 
• Lucas Stopczynski, mentor production design, architecture and model works FBKW 
• Dr. Juliane Schi!ers, Managing Director Institute for Artistic Research FBKW 
• Dr. Sarah Kordecki, coordinator BMFTR research project ILLUME FBKW 
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Application Requirements 

Applicants should submit material according to their primary working focus: 

1) TEXT (narrative/conceptual focus) 
(e.g. screenwriting, directing, producing, editing) 

• Motivation letter (% page): interest in story worlds as narrative practice 
• Description of one own work (film or script) reflecting the relation 

between storytelling and worldview (approx. 1 page) 

2) IMAGE (visual focus) 
(e.g. scenography, cinematography, animation, design) 

• Motivation letter (% page)  interest in collaborative world building 
• short portfolio / moodboard (max. 4 pages of images) demonstrating 

visual approach to world building + a short written reflection on the works’ 
connection to storytelling / world building (max. % page) 

3) SOUND (sonic focus) 
(e.g. sound design, film music) 

• Motivation letter (% page) - interest in collaborative world building 
• short portfolio with links to sound work + short reflection on the works’ 

connection to storytelling / world building (% page) 

4) OPEN CATEGORY
Students from other disciplines are welcome to apply if their work is artistic 
and engages with storytelling and world building in text, image or sound 
(application materials according to primary focus categories 1-3). 

Previous experiences with generative AI (text, image and video) are welcome but 
not strictly required. The international MasterClass will be held in english. 

!!  Application deadline: June 30, 2026

""  Send to: ikf@filmuniversitaet.de
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